
Congratulations to Kindergarten teacher, 
Mrs. Audrey Neill, who has been awarded the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
(NCEA) Distinguished Teacher 2017 Lead. 
Learn. Proclaim. Award. This award recognizes 
excellence and distinguished service in Catholic 
School education. Mrs. Neill is one of only forty-
two recipients of the award across the nation. She 
was honored at the NCEA 2017 Convention in 
St. Louis, Missouri in April. St. Dorothy School 
now has had two teachers receive this prestigious 
award. In 2015, former teacher Beth Anne 
Gallagher also received the award.

St. Dorothy School has been blessed to 
have Mrs. Neill as a member of the school’s 
faculty for the past eleven years. On February 
3rd, St. Dorothy School celebrated Mrs. Neill’s 
accomplishment during a ceremony following 
the First Friday Mass. During the ceremony, Fr. 
Murphy commented on the great care that Mrs. 
Neill shows for each child, reflecting the Church’s 
belief that each child is a gift from God.

Mrs. Neill’s impact on the school 
community was evident in comments from 
parents and students alike. Patty Bello (’84), who 
had two children taught by Mrs. Neill, said, “Mrs. 
Neill is truly a gift to St. Dorothy School. She is 
an outstanding teacher and so loving and kind. 
She is more than just my children’s Kindergarten 

teacher; she is my friend.” Kate Naab, who had 
all three of her daughters in Mrs. Neill’s class 
said, “Mrs. Neill is a wonderful woman and an 
outstanding teacher. All three of our children 
were fortunate enough to have begun their time 
at St. Dorothy in her class. The warmth that Mrs. 
Neill exudes while maintaining a no-nonsense 
atmosphere in the classroom quickly earns her 
the love and respect of all her students and their 
families. St. Dorothy School is truly blessed to 
have such a selfless and dedicated teacher as Mrs. 
Neill building a foundation of academics and 
discipline in its youngest learners.” Cathy Clark, 
who also had her three children in Mrs. Neill’s 
class, says, “Mrs. Neill always makes each child 
feel very special and encourages each and every 
one of them to do their very best.”

Some of the children who were fortunate 
to have been taught by Mrs. Neill shared their 
thoughts. Fiona Scherf (Grade 7) said, “Whenever 
you are sad, Mrs. Neill is there with a smile and 
a hug to cheer you up. When I was in her class, 
I lost a tooth and couldn’t’ find it. Mrs. Neill 
took the time to help me find it.” Fiona’s sister, 
Bronwyn (Grade 2), added, “Mrs. Neill always 
makes learning fun. You don’t even realize that 
you are learning. My favorite memory of my 
days with Mrs. Neill is dance party Fridays.” 
Dorothy Naab (Grade 5) said, “Mrs. Neill is a 

great teacher because she is super fun but still 
teaches discipline. You have to learn that sooner 
or later”. Dorothy’s sister, Becky (Grade 3), 
added, “Mrs. Neill never forgets students’ names.  
She knows pretty much every kid in the school.” 
Gloria Naab, who is currently in Mrs. Neill’s 
class, said, “Mrs. Neill is nice, silly, and fun. Even 
when something goes wrong, she just laughs and 
makes a joke about it.” Erin Clark (Grade 7) said, 
“I really like the ‘Sharing Bags’ that Mrs. Neill 
had us do. She was always so interested in what 
we shared with the class.” Patrick Clark (Grade 
5) shared his favorite memory, saying, “I liked 
how Mrs. Neill had us put our painted handprint 
on the wall at the end of the year. This way we 
could always remember the fun times we had 
in Kindergarten.” And, Connor Clark (Grade 2) 
shared, “I liked when Mrs. Neill always did really 
nice things for us. She always brought in prizes to 
give us a reward. She did fun stuff with us.”

The entire St. Dorothy School community is 
extremely proud of Mrs. Neill’s accomplishment 
and delighted that she is receiving the recognition 
she deserves for her outstanding efforts and 
contributions to our school community.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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What WAS it?

Mrs. Neill and her current Kindergarten class

Mrs. Neill’s husband, Tom, and mother, 
Joann Robinson, joined her for the 
special Mass and celebration.

In the last issue of the newsletter we asked readers 
to identify this object from St. Dot’s. The correct 
answer is that it is the crank used to raise and lower the 
basketball net in the gym. Our winner is Paul Pierangeli 
(Class of 1977). For having his answer selected at 
random from all the correct answers submitted, Paul will 
receive a St. Dorothy baseball cap.

Thanks to everyone who submitted answers and 
watch for the next What Is It? in a future newsletter.

Fr. Murphy presided over a special Mass 
honoring Mrs. Neill.
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The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic School is compiled by 
the Development Committee for distribution to alumni, alumni parents, 
current school families, and friends of St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state of our enrollment, happenings 
of interest, an accounting of funds raised and spent, and to acknowledge 
contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purpose

Special thanks to the following people  
for their help with this issue:

Fr. Michael Murphy  
(Pastor)

Louise Sheehan  
(Principal)

Peter McGahey  
(Chair)

Kara Albanese
Dani Cahill

Nick Caramanico 
(Finance Committee representative)

Carolyn Corr
Matt Davis

Joe Dougherty 
(Parish Manager)

Patty Dwyer
Stephen Frein

Stephanie Gillin
Kelly Gust
Alicia Lane 

Audrey Neill 
(Faculty Representative) 

Dan O’Mara
Alan Pietrewicz

Dave Rich
Mark Romano

Christine Schumacher
Susan Short

You can contact the  
Development Committee 

through the school office or 
development@stdots.org.

Development 
Committee
Members
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We Want to Hear 
From You!!!

Please let us know if you have 
any ideas or suggestions for future 

newsletters by sending them to 
development@stdots.org.  

Thanks for your help!

• Patty Bello • Cathy, Erin, Patrick, and Connor Clark 
• Monique Dowd • Lorie Fosbenner  

• Kate, Dorothy, Becky, and Gloria Naab
Andrew Ominus • Steve Porth

Fiona and Bronwyn Scherf

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The following eighth grade students were awarded scholarships to various high schools:

Trey Albanese - Academic Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast Catholic High School

Nicole Bello – Academic Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School
Emily Camuti – Academic Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School
Ryan Cox – Academic Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School
Billy DiRita – St. Augustine Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School and Academic 

Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School
Robbie Dowd – Academic Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast 

Catholic High School
Alexis Eagan – Maguire Scholarship to Academy of Notre Dame
Kevin Farren – Academic Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast 

Catholic High School
Julia Flatley – Mercy Scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy and Music Scholarship to 

Country Day School of the Sacred Heart
Julia Funchion – Mercy Scholarship and Alumni Scholarship to Merion Mercy 

Academy and Academic Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School
Michael Gross – Academic Scholarships to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast Catholic High School and Cardinal O’Hara High School
Marikate Kilker – Excellence in Science Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School 

and Academic Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast Catholic 
High School

Natalie Liberatore –  Academic Scholarships to Academy of Notre Dame, Country 
Day School of the Sacred Heart, Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast 
Catholic High School, and Cardinal O’Hara High School

Ryan Matthews – Merit Scholarship to Archbishop Carroll High School
Kirby Rich –  Academic Scholarships to Cardinal O’Hara High School and Monsignor 

Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School
Ryan Sharkey – Merit Scholarship to Archbishop Carroll High School and St. 

Augustine Scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School
Daniel Teti – Xaverian Scholarship to St. Joseph Preparatory School and Academic 

Scholarship to Archbishop Carroll High School
Sean Webb – Academic Scholarship to Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast 

Catholic High School

The 2017 Annual Fund campaign 
is underway. You can donate anytime 
online at weblink.donorperfect.
com/donatedots or via the link at the 
bottom of the school website – www.
saintdororthy.org. Every donation, 
no matter what amount, assists us in 
providing a quality Catholic education 
to our students.

St. Dorothy School receives thousands of dollars each year for 
need-based scholarships from  

Business Leadership Organized for Catholic Schools (BLOCS)  
and in particular from these companies who designate  

their contributions to go to St. Dorothy School:

Kempton-Egan Insurance
Civillico Family Dentistry

We thank them for helping us to provide a Catholic education to  
all our families seeking one.

If you or a company where you are employed participates in the 
Pennsylvania EITC or OSTC programs, please consider designating 

a portion of your contributions to St. Dorothy families. If your 
business does not currently participate and you would like to, please 
contact the development committee at development@stdots.org or  

BLOCS at www.blocs.org.

We are extremely pleased to have Lorie 
(nee Palladino) Fosbenner as the Honorary 
Chairperson for this year’s Annual Fund.

Lorie is a member of St. Dorothy Class 
of 1987. After St. Dot’s, Lorie attended 
Cardinal O’Hara High School and from there 
matriculated to West Chester University. She 
is currently a Nurse Manager in the Heart 
& Vascular ICU at the Penn Presbyterian 
Medical Center.

Lorie and her husband, Dave Fosbenner 
(Cardinal O’Hara Class of 1991) have been 
living in St. Dorothy Parish for the past 14 
years, and all three of their children have 
attended/are attending St. Dot’s. As she 
expressed in her Annual Fund letter earlier 
this year, “Saint Dorothy’s was an easy 
choice, not only because of my experience, 
but also because of the strong community, 
which so selflessly supports the school and 
its mission of Catholic Education. This 
community, that includes many of the people 
with whom I attended St Dorothy, is what 
makes our school and parish so special. 
Through the years that my children have 
attended Saint Dorothy I have been reunited 
with classmates, many of whom have also 
returned to the parish so that their children 
may experience the quality education and 
community which helped shape our lives.”

Lorie’s love for St. Dot’s is something 
that countless alumni, students, families, 
and parishioners share, and it is one of the 
many things that helps our community 
continue to thrive. Thank you, Lorie, for 
your contributions to what we are sure will 
be another great Annual Fund!

Thank you to our 2017 Annual Fund 
Honorary Chairperson, Lorie Fosbenner!

Counterclockwise from top right: Lorie (’87), her husband, Dave, and their children, 
Hailie (’14), Rachel (’19), and David (’16).
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Each year, parishes throughout the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, and indeed throughout the United States, celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week. This year, St. Dorothy’s commemoration 
started on Sunday, January 29th with an opening liturgy and our 
Open House and culminated with the Variety Show on Saturday, 
February 4th. During Catholic Schools Week, our community 
celebrates our school and the Catholic education it continues to 
provide. And, we have plenty of fun doing it, too…

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week  
at St. Dorothy School!

Open House
One of the mainstays of Catholic Schools Week is the Book Fair that is 

set up in our school library. Students and their families look forward to this 
opportunity to purchase books for students of all ages and interests. Another 
part of the day is families and parishioners having an opportunity to tour all 
the classrooms to see all the great things the students are doing at St. Dots!

Science Fair
During the Open House, the gym is turned into a display of 

scientific endeavors as everyone is welcome to tour the Science Fair 
projects completed by our fifth through eighth grade students.

Appreciation Day
Part of Catholic Schools Week is also giving thanks for those who 

take care of us every day. St. Dot’s hosts an Appreciation Day to which 
we invite police officers, firefighters, and emergency responders as well as 
other volunteers who serve our school and our community. At this year’s 
event, our principal, Mrs. Louise Sheehan, was reunited with a former 
student of hers, Officer Kyle Cutcliff, Springfield Police Department. Mrs. 
Sheehan knew Officer Cutliff from her days teaching at St. Francis School 
in Springfield.

Literary Character Day
On Literary Character Day, students and teachers came 

to school dressed as a literary character of their choosing, and 
there sure were some creative costumes…

McPrincipal Night
Always a favorite with the students… a 

night at McDonald’s with their teachers taking 
their orders for a change ;)

Family Bingo Night
This year St. Dot’s hosted an additional event during 

Catholic Schools Week – Family Bingo Night!

Variety Show
To end the week, many of our students shared their talents with us by performing in the annual Variety Show.

Above: Our faculty always 
seems to enjoy these dress-
up days as much as the 
students… perhaps more! 
Left: First grade teacher, 
Mrs. O’Connor, along with 
some of her enthusiastic 
students. 
Right: Some of our 8th  
grade students enjoying 
Literary Character Day. 

Above: These 2nd graders 
are thrilled to be at 
McDonald’s on a school 
night! 
Right: Some 5th graders 
are enjoying some good 
food served fast ;)

Left: Even though 
everyone was hoping to 
be able to yell “BINGO,” 
everyone was a winner 
that evening… all players 
brought coins to use to 
mark their cards and then 
donated them at the end of 
the event to the Family to 
Family Ministry.
Below: Seventh graders 
Abby Quinn, Maxine Rich, 
Kerry Mulholland, Grace 
Miller, and Bridget Lain

These 3rd graders put on a performance that 
embodied the spirit of two seasons, Catholic 
Schools Week and Christmas!

Some of the faculty put on their own version of “Sister Act.”
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Andrew Onimus ‘06
ALUMNI Spotlight on...

Andrew Onimus was a typical St. Dorothy 
student. He excelled in the classroom and on the field 
and court. Andrew continued to achieve when he went 
to Cardinal O’Hara High School and at Muhlenberg 
College as well. He was a starting defensive back 
on the football team, captain of the track and field 
team, and had already accepted a job offer for after 
graduation. But during his senior year, an injury and 
increasing pressure caused Andrew to develop clinical 
depression and anxiety. However, as Andrew began 
to recover, he shared his struggles with his teammates 
and friends, hoping that his story would benefit others. 
Since graduation, Andrew has continued sharing his 
message through Minding Your Mind, an organization 
that provides mental health education to adolescents 
and young adults as well as their parents and teachers. 
The goal is to provide information regarding the signs 
of mental health disorders and to let students know that 
these disorders are treatable. Andrew shared his story 
with parents and faculty at St. Dorothy School during a 
Home & School meeting and then the following day he 
spoke to sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students.

Former Dot’s students 
elected members of student 
council at Bonner/Prendie

Front row (left to right): Madison Kane (‘16), Kaitlin Farren 
(‘15), Caroline Goggin (‘13), and Abigail Healey (‘14). 
Back row (left to right): Amanda Furey (‘16), Dillon Burke 
(‘15), Patrick Kilker (‘13), Joseph Kane (‘13), and Stephanie 
McKenna (‘14).

Mary Sheehan (St. Dot’s Class of 2013, top center) scored her 1,000th point for Cardinal O’Hara girls basketball this season. 
She has already committed to attend St. Joseph’s University where she will continue her academic and basketball career. 
Congratulations, Mary!

Mary Sheehan 1,000 Points

For several years now, students at Catholic elementary schools 
are no longer required to matriculate to a specific high school. We are 
proud to say that there are students from St. Dot’s now attending all of 
the Archdiocesan Catholic high schools in our immediate area.

At Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School, 
we have students in each grade representing their classmates on the 
Student Council.

For those of you who are not familiar with Mrs. Louise 
Sheehan’s weekly newsletters to school families, she often 
quotes the Bible or a spiritual text. She has a gift for finding 
words that beautifully introduce her weekly messages. In a 
letter sent to the school community on March 1st, she began 
with the following from Ecclesiastes, “For everything there 
is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven” (3:1). 
Mrs. Sheehan then gave us news that we did not want to 
hear... she was retiring as principal of St. Dorothy School! 

When Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dorothy in 1998, the 
school was in a period of transition. There had been a series 
of principals, and the school was in need of a new direction. 
Susan Short, whose oldest son, Matt, was in seventh grade 
when Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dots in 1998, clearly 
remembers that he came home that first day of school and 
complained about how strict the new principal was. She 
remembers too how glad she was that St. Dot’s had a leader. 
And Mrs. Sheehan was strict. But she had a sense of fun, too. 
You only had to see her on stage during the Catholic Schools 
Week Variety Show or flipping burgers at McPrincipal’s Night 
at McDonald’s to know that.

Some of her kindergarten students could be forgiven 
for thinking Mrs. Sheehan lived in her office. She was the 
first one there in the morning, frequently directing traffic in 
the parking lot, and the last one there every evening. She 
participated in many school activities, attending Robotics pot 
lucks and Reading Olympics competitions, walking in the St. 
Dot’s Challenge, working booths at Oktoberfest, and serving 
on numerous committees.

There had been some concern when the Sisters of Mercy 
left St. Dots that a lay principal might reduce the religious 
nature of the school. Mrs. Sheehan, however, insisted that 
the school’s challenging academics had to be rooted in our 
Catholic faith. She started the tradition of the Living Rosary, 
took an active part in scripting and staging Living Stations of 
the Cross, and made prayers for the students and families of 
the school an integral part of each day.

In her letter, Mrs. Sheehan praised the faculty and staff 
as well as the two pastors during her tenure. She also said 
how overwhelmed she has always been by the dedication of 
parents and other volunteers who have given their time and 
talents. And, she expressed her devotion and love for the 
students so eloquently when she wrote, “The biggest blessing 
however is the children. To be able to come to work every day 
and be surrounded by children – nothing is better than that. 
Because of them, my days have been continually filled with 
joy. Thank you for entrusting them to my care.” 

St. Dorothy School was truly blessed to have Mrs. 
Sheehan as our principal for 18 years. She has been a 
pillar of strength for our school. She has been exemplary 
in every aspect of her vocation and not just as an educator 
and administrator but also in her devotion to the students. 
We asked some of her teachers and students to share their 
feelings. Her teachers describe her as a mentor, a supporter, 
and a friend. A former student, Emily Short (’06), expressed 
admiration for the way Mrs. Sheehan balanced the needs of so 
many people, students, staff, parents. But mostly people were 
grateful for Mrs. Sheehan’s dedication to St. Dorothy School 
and her love and care for the students and their families.

Our thanks to Mrs. Sheehan is continued  
on the following pages.

Thank you!
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increasing pressure caused Andrew to develop clinical 
depression and anxiety. However, as Andrew began 
to recover, he shared his struggles with his teammates 
and friends, hoping that his story would benefit others. 
Since graduation, Andrew has continued sharing his 
message through Minding Your Mind, an organization 
that provides mental health education to adolescents 
and young adults as well as their parents and teachers. 
The goal is to provide information regarding the signs 
of mental health disorders and to let students know that 
these disorders are treatable. Andrew shared his story 
with parents and faculty at St. Dorothy School during a 
Home & School meeting and then the following day he 
spoke to sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students.

Former Dot’s students 
elected members of student 
council at Bonner/Prendie

Front row (left to right): Madison Kane (‘16), Kaitlin Farren 
(‘15), Caroline Goggin (‘13), and Abigail Healey (‘14). 
Back row (left to right): Amanda Furey (‘16), Dillon Burke 
(‘15), Patrick Kilker (‘13), Joseph Kane (‘13), and Stephanie 
McKenna (‘14).

Mary Sheehan (St. Dot’s Class of 2013, top center) scored her 1,000th point for Cardinal O’Hara girls basketball this season. 
She has already committed to attend St. Joseph’s University where she will continue her academic and basketball career. 
Congratulations, Mary!

Mary Sheehan 1,000 Points

For several years now, students at Catholic elementary schools 
are no longer required to matriculate to a specific high school. We are 
proud to say that there are students from St. Dot’s now attending all of 
the Archdiocesan Catholic high schools in our immediate area.

At Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School, 
we have students in each grade representing their classmates on the 
Student Council.

For those of you who are not familiar with Mrs. Louise 
Sheehan’s weekly newsletters to school families, she often 
quotes the Bible or a spiritual text. She has a gift for finding 
words that beautifully introduce her weekly messages. In a 
letter sent to the school community on March 1st, she began 
with the following from Ecclesiastes, “For everything there 
is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven” (3:1). 
Mrs. Sheehan then gave us news that we did not want to 
hear... she was retiring as principal of St. Dorothy School! 

When Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dorothy in 1998, the 
school was in a period of transition. There had been a series 
of principals, and the school was in need of a new direction. 
Susan Short, whose oldest son, Matt, was in seventh grade 
when Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dots in 1998, clearly 
remembers that he came home that first day of school and 
complained about how strict the new principal was. She 
remembers too how glad she was that St. Dot’s had a leader. 
And Mrs. Sheehan was strict. But she had a sense of fun, too. 
You only had to see her on stage during the Catholic Schools 
Week Variety Show or flipping burgers at McPrincipal’s Night 
at McDonald’s to know that.

Some of her kindergarten students could be forgiven 
for thinking Mrs. Sheehan lived in her office. She was the 
first one there in the morning, frequently directing traffic in 
the parking lot, and the last one there every evening. She 
participated in many school activities, attending Robotics pot 
lucks and Reading Olympics competitions, walking in the St. 
Dot’s Challenge, working booths at Oktoberfest, and serving 
on numerous committees.

There had been some concern when the Sisters of Mercy 
left St. Dots that a lay principal might reduce the religious 
nature of the school. Mrs. Sheehan, however, insisted that 
the school’s challenging academics had to be rooted in our 
Catholic faith. She started the tradition of the Living Rosary, 
took an active part in scripting and staging Living Stations of 
the Cross, and made prayers for the students and families of 
the school an integral part of each day.

In her letter, Mrs. Sheehan praised the faculty and staff 
as well as the two pastors during her tenure. She also said 
how overwhelmed she has always been by the dedication of 
parents and other volunteers who have given their time and 
talents. And, she expressed her devotion and love for the 
students so eloquently when she wrote, “The biggest blessing 
however is the children. To be able to come to work every day 
and be surrounded by children – nothing is better than that. 
Because of them, my days have been continually filled with 
joy. Thank you for entrusting them to my care.” 

St. Dorothy School was truly blessed to have Mrs. 
Sheehan as our principal for 18 years. She has been a 
pillar of strength for our school. She has been exemplary 
in every aspect of her vocation and not just as an educator 
and administrator but also in her devotion to the students. 
We asked some of her teachers and students to share their 
feelings. Her teachers describe her as a mentor, a supporter, 
and a friend. A former student, Emily Short (’06), expressed 
admiration for the way Mrs. Sheehan balanced the needs of so 
many people, students, staff, parents. But mostly people were 
grateful for Mrs. Sheehan’s dedication to St. Dorothy School 
and her love and care for the students and their families.

Our thanks to Mrs. Sheehan is continued  
on the following pages.
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Mrs. O’Connor, First Grade: I am so grateful that you took a chance and gave me an opportunity to become 
a part of the St. Dot’s community. I had been out of the classroom for eight years when you took a chance and 
hired me to fill in as a long-term substitute teacher. Not only did you hire me as the long-term sub, but you 
made me a first grade teacher at St. Dorothy. It has been an honor to work with you! I truly appreciate your 
openness and honesty with me these past three years. I have to say, one of the best perks of working with you 
was our “Sister Act” at the Variety Show. It’s not everyone that gets an opportunity to tell their boss to “shush it” 
when she is singing!! I wish you well on this next phase of your life and blessings on your next adventure!

Mrs. McGee, Second Grade: Twelve years ago, I called Mrs. Sheehan in response to a position posted for a 
second grade teacher at St. Dorothy School. Who would have thought twelve years later that I gained more 
than a principal. As the years have quickly passed, our relationship has seen many changes, beginning as my 
principal and growing to friend. There are many things I will remember and be grateful for throughout the 
years. The first would be the opportunity to teach at St. Dorothy School. I was fortunate enough to become 
part of an amazing faculty and develop many friendships. Mrs. Sheehan has provided the guidance to help 
me grow as an educator. She has always had an open door policy which enables us, her faculty, to reach out to 
her for her thoughts, ideas and help whenever needed. One of the things that I have enjoyed most about Mrs. 
Sheehan is her sense of humor. Many times, too many to count, she has come into my classroom so quietly, 
that when I turn around, I literally jump and squeal, because she startled me. This of course has her and my 
students laughing. I wish Louise the best as she ventures into her new phase of life. I know she has so many 
plans already and certainly will never grow tired of learning and adventure! Best Wishes for a long and happy 
retirement!

Miss Durkin, Third Grade: I would like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs. Sheehan for all the hard work and dedication that she has put into St. Dorothy School. After experiencing 
how much support she showed her students and teachers while I attended St. Dot’s as a student, I was thrilled to work with her again as a new teacher. Congratulations on your well 
deserved retirement! We will miss you!

Miss McNamee, Third Grade: I am so happy for you, but know you will be greatly missed. You have taught me so much in such a short amount of time, and for that, I am grateful. I 
hope you enjoy the many adventures that are ahead for you!!
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Mrs. Sheehan, Principal of St. Dorothy, 1998.

Mrs. Sheehan with some of her happy students 
(circa 2010).

As much as she was known to be a firm teacher, Mrs. 
Sheehan was just as well known for being a fun teacher!

Mrs. Sheehan with this year’s Living Rosary 
cast (students from the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade classes). The Living Rosary was one of 
the many special traditions that she started here 
at St. Dorothy.

Mrs. Sheehan, with some of the eighth grade boys, after taking in the 
Varsity Baseball team defeating her home parish, St. Francis, 5-2.

The two pillars of St. Dorothy, Fr. Murphy and 
Mrs. Sheehan... we are truly blest!

Here are just some of the plethora of sentiments of love and 
appreciation we have for Mrs. Sheehan here at St. Dorothy School...

Fr. Murphy, Pastor: Mrs. Louise Sheehan has been a guiding light 
to our students and a strong leader of our grade school for the last 
eighteen years. Mrs. Sheehan always had the best interests of our 
students and parish in the forefront of her decisions. I will miss 
her steady presence as our school’s principal but know that the 
time has come for her to enjoy more leisure time. Knowing Mrs. 
Sheehan, I’m sure she’ll keep busy and I hope she knows that she 
will always have a place here in our hearts.

Steven Porth, parishioner and founding chair of the Development Committee: In a time when many 
Catholic schools are struggling to survive, St. Dorothy School has grown and gotten stronger. When we 
proposed the idea of a Development Committee to support the school, Louise Sheehan embraced it. She 
was always willing to try new ideas and programs to build and strengthen the school and she was the first 
to volunteer to make it happen. Louise Sheehan’s leadership as principal has been instrumental in the 
success of the school. We are grateful for her dedication to the school and commitment to the Catholic faith 
throughout her many years as principal.

Bob Young, parishioner and former chair of the Development Committee: I was honored to have served 
on the Development Committee with Mrs. Sheehan for ten years. Her strength and unwavering support of 
Catholic education was a motivation for all of us as we built our committee to strengthen St. Dorothy School 
for years to come. Mrs. Sheehan was never satisfied with the status quo and was always looking to improve 
our school and the education that our children received. She would often spend time out of the school in 
meetings and visiting other schools, talking to other principals and religious leaders to bring new innovative 
ideas to the school. Our three children received an excellent education at St. Dorothy School, and Annette and 
I are grateful for having Mrs. Sheehan as our principal for their tenure.

Mr. Mayo, Music Teacher: Back in 2009, I was told of the Music opening at St. Dorothy 
and I interviewed with Mrs. Sheehan. I remember that we realized that she had been my 
son’s sixth grade teacher at St. Francis, Springfield and we made that connection. She 
reviewed my curriculum vitae and references and all was going splendid when she asked 
me what was my “philosophy of teaching.” Caught a little off guard, I began taking her 
down the “Long and Winding Road” of verbiage! Mrs. Sheehan had that look of a driver 
stuck on the Schuylkill Expressway with no exit in sight! I mercifully ended my thesis, said 
goodbye and thank you and exited the school thinking, ”...just a few sentences less and 
you might have gotten that position.” One week later, she called me in to meet Fr. Murphy 
and I was hired. To this day, she and I laugh about that interview but she still shudders a 
little when I raise my hand to answer questions in meetings. She had before been down 
that road! Ha!!

Mrs. Callahan, Eighth Grade: Ten 
years ago, I came to St. Dorothy 
School after being a stay at home 
mom. Mrs. Sheehan gave me a 
tremendous opportunity and hired 
me as a third grade teacher. She has 
been a constant source of support 
to me both professionally and 
personally. I am truly grateful to 
her for her unending support and 
guidance. Her door is always open 
and she is always there to listen 
and offer help and reassurance. She 
has helped me to dig deeper inside 
myself this past year and for that I 
just want to say “thank you.” Her high 
standards and expectations have 
allowed me to grow as an educator. For that, I will always be grateful. Mrs. Sheehan has a 
great wit about her! She has made me laugh more times than I can count! Who will ever 
forget when she grabbed that microphone during the teacher routine at the Variety Show 
this year??? I am so happy for Mrs. Sheehan as she embarks on this new journey in life. I’m 
sure she will make the most of her retirement and enjoy lots of laughter and love with her 
family and friends!

Mrs. Darville, Fifth Grade: Mrs. Sheehan has been the best principal to her staff and 
her students! She is kind, understanding, and truly loves her teachers, students, and 
their families. Also, no one can diagram a sentence like her! We were so lucky to have 
her here for so many years! She will truly be missed but I hope she enjoys family, 
travel, and fun!

Mrs. McMonagle, Fifth Grade: Where’s Mrs. Sheehan? That’s a question that needs 
no answer.... She is everywhere. The caps that Mrs. Sheehan wears on a typical school 
day are more numerous than many of us will ever wear. Doorman (or woman), traffic 
director (I’m sure if she could write tickets she would), stage performer, hall monitor, 
judge (and jury), CEO, recess and lunch monitor, lesson auditor, mentor, colleague, 
teacher, grammar specialist, recruiter, and friend, to name just a few. Mrs. Sheehan 
opens the school and closes the school on many days, and the hours in between 
are filled with every and any activity that keeps St. Dorothy running like a well-oiled 
machine. Mrs. Sheehan, our phantom principal appears out of nowhere to problem 
solve, direct, and guide. Although leaving us for her new adventures, Mrs. Sheehan’s 
spirit will continue to live in our classrooms, the halls of St. Dorothy and our hearts for 
many years. Thank you for everything.

Mrs. O’Doherty, Sixth Grade: Boss, mentor, colleague, problem-solver, inspiration, 
motivator, friend...these are all of the things you have been to me over the past three 
years. Since my first day, you have welcomed me to St. Dorothy with open arms and 
a kind heart. Your presence will be missed by faculty, staff, and students. I wish you 
nothing but happiness, relaxation, and fun in this next chapter in your life. May each 
adventure be more exciting than the last! Before you go, please teach me some of 
your stealthy ninja moves - you sneak into a classroom like no other!

Mrs. Taggart, Sixth Grade: Mrs. Sheehan – the best ELA mentor a teacher could ask 
for – FCAs will live on in your memory!

Mrs. Cardone, Seventh Grade: Louise has always been so understanding about 
putting family first. When my kids are sick, or if someone needs me and I have to 
shoot out really quick to bring someone home because they aren’t feeling good, 
Louise has been so kind. My mom is older and if I’ve needed to take a day to take her 
for a procedure – Louise doesn’t bat an eye. She is so understanding and patient – 
and we all appreciate that so much. She’s awesome A

Mrs. Neill, Kindergarten: I can’t thank you enough for your dedication to St. Dorothy School! I am deeply 
grateful for the support and guidance you shared with me. You are a remarkable woman. I am blessed to have 
been able to spend the last eleven years learning from you! I wish you quiet mornings, exciting travels, relaxing 
afternoons in the garden, endless hours engrossed in books……….how wonderful to have the time to do all 
the things that you so enjoy!

Mrs. McGowan, Kindergarten Assistant: Congratulations on your upcoming retirement. What an exciting 
time in your life! Thank you for all you’ve done for St. Dorothy School over the last 18 years and for making St. 
Dot’s a wonderful place to work. I’ll miss you.

Miss Dougherty, Kindergarten/First Grade Assistant: Thank you for all you have done for St. Dorothy 
School, and for me personally. You are an amazing principal because of your ability to listen to the needs of the 
children, their families, and your staff. As principal, you have managed to balance the needs of everyone with 
such great ease, grace and with an inspiring, positive outlook. Thank you for all you have done for all of us. It’s 
not goodbye, but see you later.

Mrs. Beyerl, First Grade: God bless you 
on your future endeavors. May your days 
be filled with joy and happiness. 

Mrs. Bilski, Fourth Grade: I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to 
work with Mrs. Sheehan. Within her I observed Christianity in action, a fierce 
determination to serve her students well, and most of all, a boundless wit. 
Never was Mrs. Sheehan’s sense of humor more evident than during our recent 
preparation of “Sister Act” for the Variety Show. I wish you all could have seen the 
rehearsals... well, maybe not. I will forever remember the belly laughs caused with 
her unexpected and enthusiastic riff. Teaching under the leadership and guidance 
of Mrs. Sheehan has been a gift, a joy, and a challenge! Her standards are quite 
high. Her retirement is well deserved, but oh, she will be missed.

Mrs. Jaeger, Fourth Grade: When Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dorothy School, I 
was 23 years old and had less than a year of teaching under my belt. I am sincerely 
grateful for her guidance and support over the past 19 years. She was a support to 
me when I suddenly lost my grade partner and mentor early in my career. Through 
the trials of being new to teaching, the transition to the challenging world of 
being a working mother, and the demands of pursuing my master’s degree, Mrs. 
Sheehan has been my advocate, sounding board, and a source of great support. 
Through it all, she has challenged me to be the best educator that I could be. I 
have had the pleasure of watching St. Dorothy School grow and change over the 
last 20 years. We would not be the school that we are, nor would I be the educator 
that I am, without her presence, guidance, and example. I am truly thankful and 
wish Mrs. Sheehan all the best in her retirement: great times spent with family 
and friends, great adventures, and an abundance of well-earned relaxation.

We wish you well 
in retirement...



Mrs. O’Connor, First Grade: I am so grateful that you took a chance and gave me an opportunity to become 
a part of the St. Dot’s community. I had been out of the classroom for eight years when you took a chance and 
hired me to fill in as a long-term substitute teacher. Not only did you hire me as the long-term sub, but you 
made me a first grade teacher at St. Dorothy. It has been an honor to work with you! I truly appreciate your 
openness and honesty with me these past three years. I have to say, one of the best perks of working with you 
was our “Sister Act” at the Variety Show. It’s not everyone that gets an opportunity to tell their boss to “shush it” 
when she is singing!! I wish you well on this next phase of your life and blessings on your next adventure!

Mrs. McGee, Second Grade: Twelve years ago, I called Mrs. Sheehan in response to a position posted for a 
second grade teacher at St. Dorothy School. Who would have thought twelve years later that I gained more 
than a principal. As the years have quickly passed, our relationship has seen many changes, beginning as my 
principal and growing to friend. There are many things I will remember and be grateful for throughout the 
years. The first would be the opportunity to teach at St. Dorothy School. I was fortunate enough to become 
part of an amazing faculty and develop many friendships. Mrs. Sheehan has provided the guidance to help 
me grow as an educator. She has always had an open door policy which enables us, her faculty, to reach out to 
her for her thoughts, ideas and help whenever needed. One of the things that I have enjoyed most about Mrs. 
Sheehan is her sense of humor. Many times, too many to count, she has come into my classroom so quietly, 
that when I turn around, I literally jump and squeal, because she startled me. This of course has her and my 
students laughing. I wish Louise the best as she ventures into her new phase of life. I know she has so many 
plans already and certainly will never grow tired of learning and adventure! Best Wishes for a long and happy 
retirement!

Miss Durkin, Third Grade: I would like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs. Sheehan for all the hard work and dedication that she has put into St. Dorothy School. After experiencing 
how much support she showed her students and teachers while I attended St. Dot’s as a student, I was thrilled to work with her again as a new teacher. Congratulations on your well 
deserved retirement! We will miss you!

Miss McNamee, Third Grade: I am so happy for you, but know you will be greatly missed. You have taught me so much in such a short amount of time, and for that, I am grateful. I 
hope you enjoy the many adventures that are ahead for you!!
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Mrs. Sheehan, Principal of St. Dorothy, 1998.

Mrs. Sheehan with some of her happy students 
(circa 2010).

As much as she was known to be a firm teacher, Mrs. 
Sheehan was just as well known for being a fun teacher!

Mrs. Sheehan with this year’s Living Rosary 
cast (students from the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade classes). The Living Rosary was one of 
the many special traditions that she started here 
at St. Dorothy.

Mrs. Sheehan, with some of the eighth grade boys, after taking in the 
Varsity Baseball team defeating her home parish, St. Francis, 5-2.

The two pillars of St. Dorothy, Fr. Murphy and 
Mrs. Sheehan... we are truly blest!

Here are just some of the plethora of sentiments of love and 
appreciation we have for Mrs. Sheehan here at St. Dorothy School...

Fr. Murphy, Pastor: Mrs. Louise Sheehan has been a guiding light 
to our students and a strong leader of our grade school for the last 
eighteen years. Mrs. Sheehan always had the best interests of our 
students and parish in the forefront of her decisions. I will miss 
her steady presence as our school’s principal but know that the 
time has come for her to enjoy more leisure time. Knowing Mrs. 
Sheehan, I’m sure she’ll keep busy and I hope she knows that she 
will always have a place here in our hearts.

Steven Porth, parishioner and founding chair of the Development Committee: In a time when many 
Catholic schools are struggling to survive, St. Dorothy School has grown and gotten stronger. When we 
proposed the idea of a Development Committee to support the school, Louise Sheehan embraced it. She 
was always willing to try new ideas and programs to build and strengthen the school and she was the first 
to volunteer to make it happen. Louise Sheehan’s leadership as principal has been instrumental in the 
success of the school. We are grateful for her dedication to the school and commitment to the Catholic faith 
throughout her many years as principal.

Bob Young, parishioner and former chair of the Development Committee: I was honored to have served 
on the Development Committee with Mrs. Sheehan for ten years. Her strength and unwavering support of 
Catholic education was a motivation for all of us as we built our committee to strengthen St. Dorothy School 
for years to come. Mrs. Sheehan was never satisfied with the status quo and was always looking to improve 
our school and the education that our children received. She would often spend time out of the school in 
meetings and visiting other schools, talking to other principals and religious leaders to bring new innovative 
ideas to the school. Our three children received an excellent education at St. Dorothy School, and Annette and 
I are grateful for having Mrs. Sheehan as our principal for their tenure.

Mr. Mayo, Music Teacher: Back in 2009, I was told of the Music opening at St. Dorothy 
and I interviewed with Mrs. Sheehan. I remember that we realized that she had been my 
son’s sixth grade teacher at St. Francis, Springfield and we made that connection. She 
reviewed my curriculum vitae and references and all was going splendid when she asked 
me what was my “philosophy of teaching.” Caught a little off guard, I began taking her 
down the “Long and Winding Road” of verbiage! Mrs. Sheehan had that look of a driver 
stuck on the Schuylkill Expressway with no exit in sight! I mercifully ended my thesis, said 
goodbye and thank you and exited the school thinking, ”...just a few sentences less and 
you might have gotten that position.” One week later, she called me in to meet Fr. Murphy 
and I was hired. To this day, she and I laugh about that interview but she still shudders a 
little when I raise my hand to answer questions in meetings. She had before been down 
that road! Ha!!

Mrs. Callahan, Eighth Grade: Ten 
years ago, I came to St. Dorothy 
School after being a stay at home 
mom. Mrs. Sheehan gave me a 
tremendous opportunity and hired 
me as a third grade teacher. She has 
been a constant source of support 
to me both professionally and 
personally. I am truly grateful to 
her for her unending support and 
guidance. Her door is always open 
and she is always there to listen 
and offer help and reassurance. She 
has helped me to dig deeper inside 
myself this past year and for that I 
just want to say “thank you.” Her high 
standards and expectations have 
allowed me to grow as an educator. For that, I will always be grateful. Mrs. Sheehan has a 
great wit about her! She has made me laugh more times than I can count! Who will ever 
forget when she grabbed that microphone during the teacher routine at the Variety Show 
this year??? I am so happy for Mrs. Sheehan as she embarks on this new journey in life. I’m 
sure she will make the most of her retirement and enjoy lots of laughter and love with her 
family and friends!

Mrs. Darville, Fifth Grade: Mrs. Sheehan has been the best principal to her staff and 
her students! She is kind, understanding, and truly loves her teachers, students, and 
their families. Also, no one can diagram a sentence like her! We were so lucky to have 
her here for so many years! She will truly be missed but I hope she enjoys family, 
travel, and fun!

Mrs. McMonagle, Fifth Grade: Where’s Mrs. Sheehan? That’s a question that needs 
no answer.... She is everywhere. The caps that Mrs. Sheehan wears on a typical school 
day are more numerous than many of us will ever wear. Doorman (or woman), traffic 
director (I’m sure if she could write tickets she would), stage performer, hall monitor, 
judge (and jury), CEO, recess and lunch monitor, lesson auditor, mentor, colleague, 
teacher, grammar specialist, recruiter, and friend, to name just a few. Mrs. Sheehan 
opens the school and closes the school on many days, and the hours in between 
are filled with every and any activity that keeps St. Dorothy running like a well-oiled 
machine. Mrs. Sheehan, our phantom principal appears out of nowhere to problem 
solve, direct, and guide. Although leaving us for her new adventures, Mrs. Sheehan’s 
spirit will continue to live in our classrooms, the halls of St. Dorothy and our hearts for 
many years. Thank you for everything.

Mrs. O’Doherty, Sixth Grade: Boss, mentor, colleague, problem-solver, inspiration, 
motivator, friend...these are all of the things you have been to me over the past three 
years. Since my first day, you have welcomed me to St. Dorothy with open arms and 
a kind heart. Your presence will be missed by faculty, staff, and students. I wish you 
nothing but happiness, relaxation, and fun in this next chapter in your life. May each 
adventure be more exciting than the last! Before you go, please teach me some of 
your stealthy ninja moves - you sneak into a classroom like no other!

Mrs. Taggart, Sixth Grade: Mrs. Sheehan – the best ELA mentor a teacher could ask 
for – FCAs will live on in your memory!

Mrs. Cardone, Seventh Grade: Louise has always been so understanding about 
putting family first. When my kids are sick, or if someone needs me and I have to 
shoot out really quick to bring someone home because they aren’t feeling good, 
Louise has been so kind. My mom is older and if I’ve needed to take a day to take her 
for a procedure – Louise doesn’t bat an eye. She is so understanding and patient – 
and we all appreciate that so much. She’s awesome A

Mrs. Neill, Kindergarten: I can’t thank you enough for your dedication to St. Dorothy School! I am deeply 
grateful for the support and guidance you shared with me. You are a remarkable woman. I am blessed to have 
been able to spend the last eleven years learning from you! I wish you quiet mornings, exciting travels, relaxing 
afternoons in the garden, endless hours engrossed in books……….how wonderful to have the time to do all 
the things that you so enjoy!

Mrs. McGowan, Kindergarten Assistant: Congratulations on your upcoming retirement. What an exciting 
time in your life! Thank you for all you’ve done for St. Dorothy School over the last 18 years and for making St. 
Dot’s a wonderful place to work. I’ll miss you.

Miss Dougherty, Kindergarten/First Grade Assistant: Thank you for all you have done for St. Dorothy 
School, and for me personally. You are an amazing principal because of your ability to listen to the needs of the 
children, their families, and your staff. As principal, you have managed to balance the needs of everyone with 
such great ease, grace and with an inspiring, positive outlook. Thank you for all you have done for all of us. It’s 
not goodbye, but see you later.

Mrs. Beyerl, First Grade: God bless you 
on your future endeavors. May your days 
be filled with joy and happiness. 

Mrs. Bilski, Fourth Grade: I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to 
work with Mrs. Sheehan. Within her I observed Christianity in action, a fierce 
determination to serve her students well, and most of all, a boundless wit. 
Never was Mrs. Sheehan’s sense of humor more evident than during our recent 
preparation of “Sister Act” for the Variety Show. I wish you all could have seen the 
rehearsals... well, maybe not. I will forever remember the belly laughs caused with 
her unexpected and enthusiastic riff. Teaching under the leadership and guidance 
of Mrs. Sheehan has been a gift, a joy, and a challenge! Her standards are quite 
high. Her retirement is well deserved, but oh, she will be missed.

Mrs. Jaeger, Fourth Grade: When Mrs. Sheehan came to St. Dorothy School, I 
was 23 years old and had less than a year of teaching under my belt. I am sincerely 
grateful for her guidance and support over the past 19 years. She was a support to 
me when I suddenly lost my grade partner and mentor early in my career. Through 
the trials of being new to teaching, the transition to the challenging world of 
being a working mother, and the demands of pursuing my master’s degree, Mrs. 
Sheehan has been my advocate, sounding board, and a source of great support. 
Through it all, she has challenged me to be the best educator that I could be. I 
have had the pleasure of watching St. Dorothy School grow and change over the 
last 20 years. We would not be the school that we are, nor would I be the educator 
that I am, without her presence, guidance, and example. I am truly thankful and 
wish Mrs. Sheehan all the best in her retirement: great times spent with family 
and friends, great adventures, and an abundance of well-earned relaxation.

We wish you well 
in retirement...
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How They’ve Grown!
A Kindergarten tradition for over a decade, the students put a painted handprint on the 

Kindergarten play area wall along with their name. Some of our current eighth graders took a trip 
down memory lane to see how small they once were...

From left to right: Mya McGann, Trey Albanese, and Nicole Bello

On Saturday, January 14th, Sister 
Alice E. Gray, RSM, was honored 
at the Cathedral of SS. Peter and 

Paul for her many years of service 
as a director of parish religious 
education. She received the St. 
John XXIII Award for her 30+ 

years of service to the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia. We thank Sister 
Alice for her dedication and are 

pleased that 20 of those 30+ years 
have taken place at St. Dorothy 
where Sister has helped many 
hundreds of our students with 

their sacramental preparation for 
Reconciliation, Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. Congratulations,  

Sister Alice!!!

School Happenings

Seventh and eighth graders who are members of 
St. Dot’s Service Corp have been busy helping others 
this year. Some of their service projects included trips 
to Cradles to Crayons, where they brought donations 
and bundled more than 150 packs of books, and the 
Penn Soup Kitchen. Students also collected items for 
Joy of Sox, Operation Gratitude, Keira’s Love from 
Above, and Samaritan’s Purse.

Service Corp Helping Others

Congratulations, Mr. O’Brien!
One of our eighth grade teachers, Mr. Pat O’Brien, has received a Master of Arts 

degree in Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction from Cabrini University. Congratulations 
to Mr. O’Brien on this accomplishment!

2017 Annual Fund Update
The 2017 Annual Fund campaign 

began during Catholic Schools Week, and 
since then over $28,000 has been collected. 
Thank you to all of our donors.

Annual Fund proceeds help St. Dorothy 
to offer a quality Catholic education with a 
low tuition. We still have far to go to meet 
our goal, and the campaign closes soon. If 
you have not yet donated, please consider 
making a contribution using the form below 
or by visiting weblink.donorperfect.com/
donatedots to make an electronic donation.

Donations to the Annual Fund are tax 
deductible, and many employers will match 
donations to the school.

E-mail  ____________________________________________________________

Affiliations (check all that apply)

❏ Alumni (Year)
❏ Current Parent
❏ Parent of Alumni

❏ Faculty/Staff
❏ Friend
❏ Grandparent

❏ Anonymous
❏ Vendor

I am pleased to support St. Dorothy School with my tax-deductible 
gift to the Annual Fund.

❏ Msgr. Helduser Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2500 and up
❏ I.H.M./Mercy Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1000 to $2499
❏ Green and White Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500 t0 $999
❏ Fran Dunphy Challenge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$250 to $499
❏ Charger Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100 to $249
❏ Friends of St. Dot’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Up to $99
❏  I wish to make a gift in the form of stocks or bonds. 

Please contact me at _____________________________________________ 

❏  Anniversary Patron  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $69 
($1.00 for each year of St. Dorothy’s service to Catholic elementary education since 1949)

Check enclosed for $ ____________ Please make check payable to St. Dorothy School

My company, ____________________________________ has a matching gift 
program and will match my gift with an additional $ ________________
*Please enclose your employer’s matching gift form.

Or visit us at http://weblink.donorperfect.com/donatedots to set up a  
one-time gift or recurring monthly amount.

❏  In Memory of ____________________________________________________

Name:  ____________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________

                __________________________________________________

City:  ___________________________  State:  ______ Zip _________

Send to: St. Dorothy Annual Fund, c/o St. Dorothy Rectory, 4910 Township Line Road, Drexel Hill, PA 19026

✃

$28,072$28,072
2017

As of May 16 
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$842
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I want to contribute to the 2017 Annual Fund!
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Congratulations to Kindergarten teacher, 
Mrs. Audrey Neill, who has been awarded the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
(NCEA) Distinguished Teacher 2017 Lead. 
Learn. Proclaim. Award. This award recognizes 
excellence and distinguished service in Catholic 
School education. Mrs. Neill is one of only forty-
two recipients of the award across the nation. She 
was honored at the NCEA 2017 Convention in 
St. Louis, Missouri in April. St. Dorothy School 
now has had two teachers receive this prestigious 
award. In 2015, former teacher Beth Anne 
Gallagher also received the award.

St. Dorothy School has been blessed to 
have Mrs. Neill as a member of the school’s 
faculty for the past eleven years. On February 
3rd, St. Dorothy School celebrated Mrs. Neill’s 
accomplishment during a ceremony following 
the First Friday Mass. During the ceremony, Fr. 
Murphy commented on the great care that Mrs. 
Neill shows for each child, reflecting the Church’s 
belief that each child is a gift from God.

Mrs. Neill’s impact on the school 
community was evident in comments from 
parents and students alike. Patty Bello (’84), who 
had two children taught by Mrs. Neill, said, “Mrs. 
Neill is truly a gift to St. Dorothy School. She is 
an outstanding teacher and so loving and kind. 
She is more than just my children’s Kindergarten 

teacher; she is my friend.” Kate Naab, who had 
all three of her daughters in Mrs. Neill’s class 
said, “Mrs. Neill is a wonderful woman and an 
outstanding teacher. All three of our children 
were fortunate enough to have begun their time 
at St. Dorothy in her class. The warmth that Mrs. 
Neill exudes while maintaining a no-nonsense 
atmosphere in the classroom quickly earns her 
the love and respect of all her students and their 
families. St. Dorothy School is truly blessed to 
have such a selfless and dedicated teacher as Mrs. 
Neill building a foundation of academics and 
discipline in its youngest learners.” Cathy Clark, 
who also had her three children in Mrs. Neill’s 
class, says, “Mrs. Neill always makes each child 
feel very special and encourages each and every 
one of them to do their very best.”

Some of the children who were fortunate 
to have been taught by Mrs. Neill shared their 
thoughts. Fiona Scherf (Grade 7) said, “Whenever 
you are sad, Mrs. Neill is there with a smile and 
a hug to cheer you up. When I was in her class, 
I lost a tooth and couldn’t’ find it. Mrs. Neill 
took the time to help me find it.” Fiona’s sister, 
Bronwyn (Grade 2), added, “Mrs. Neill always 
makes learning fun. You don’t even realize that 
you are learning. My favorite memory of my 
days with Mrs. Neill is dance party Fridays.” 
Dorothy Naab (Grade 5) said, “Mrs. Neill is a 

great teacher because she is super fun but still 
teaches discipline. You have to learn that sooner 
or later”. Dorothy’s sister, Becky (Grade 3), 
added, “Mrs. Neill never forgets students’ names.  
She knows pretty much every kid in the school.” 
Gloria Naab, who is currently in Mrs. Neill’s 
class, said, “Mrs. Neill is nice, silly, and fun. Even 
when something goes wrong, she just laughs and 
makes a joke about it.” Erin Clark (Grade 7) said, 
“I really like the ‘Sharing Bags’ that Mrs. Neill 
had us do. She was always so interested in what 
we shared with the class.” Patrick Clark (Grade 
5) shared his favorite memory, saying, “I liked 
how Mrs. Neill had us put our painted handprint 
on the wall at the end of the year. This way we 
could always remember the fun times we had 
in Kindergarten.” And, Connor Clark (Grade 2) 
shared, “I liked when Mrs. Neill always did really 
nice things for us. She always brought in prizes to 
give us a reward. She did fun stuff with us.”

The entire St. Dorothy School community is 
extremely proud of Mrs. Neill’s accomplishment 
and delighted that she is receiving the recognition 
she deserves for her outstanding efforts and 
contributions to our school community.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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Mrs. Neill Receives 2017 Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award

What WAS it?

Mrs. Neill and her current Kindergarten class

Mrs. Neill’s husband, Tom, and mother, 
Joann Robinson, joined her for the 
special Mass and celebration.

In the last issue of the newsletter we asked readers 
to identify this object from St. Dot’s. The correct 
answer is that it is the crank used to raise and lower the 
basketball net in the gym. Our winner is Paul Pierangeli 
(Class of 1977). For having his answer selected at 
random from all the correct answers submitted, Paul will 
receive a St. Dorothy baseball cap.

Thanks to everyone who submitted answers and 
watch for the next What Is It? in a future newsletter.

Fr. Murphy presided over a special Mass 
honoring Mrs. Neill.


